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The Pub Curmudgeon






A jaundiced view of life from the darkest recess of the saloon bar...
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Beer and Pubs Forum



Interested in talking about the kind of subjects discussed on this blog?


Then why not join the Beer and Pubs Forum ?







Salient quotations


"If I see one more politician who voted for the smoking ban crying crocodile tears about the state of the pub industry, I may throw up." (Christopher Snowdon)
"The era of big, bossy, state interference, top-down lever pulling is coming to an end." (David Cameron, 2008)

"The trouble with fighting for human freedom is that one spends most of one's time defending scoundrels. For it is against scoundrels that oppressive laws are first aimed, and oppression must be stopped at the beginning if it is to be stopped at all." (H. L. Mencken)

"The final nails have now been hammered into the coffin of the freedom to smoke in enclosed public places. This piece of legislation must be one of the most restrictive, spiteful and socially divisive imposed by any British Government." (Lord Stoddart of Swindon)


"Raising taxes on alcohol to prevent problem drinking is akin to raising the price of gasoline to prevent people from speeding." (Edward Peter Stringham)


"Of all tyrannies a tyranny sincerely exercised for the good of its victims may be the most oppressive. It may be better to live under robber barons than under omnipotent moral busybodies. The robber baron's cruelty may sometimes sleep, his cupidity may at some point be satiated; but those who torment us for our own good will torment us without end, for they do so with the approval of their own conscience." (C. S. Lewis)


"People who deal only in 'craft' beer do not care about some dirty old pub and the dirty old people who are in it and the dirty old community that it holds together." (Boozy Procrastinator)


"The simplest way to explain the behaviour of any bureaucratic organisation is to assume that it is controlled by a cabal of its enemies." (Robert Conquest)


"A Puritan is someone who lives in mortal fear that somewhere, sometime, someone is enjoying himself." (H. L. Mencken)

"Life should not be a journey to the grave with the intention of arriving safely in a pretty and well preserved body, but rather to skid in broadside in a cloud of smoke, thoroughly used up, totally worn out, and loudly proclaiming 'Wow! What a Ride!" (Hunter S. Thompson)


"No pleasure is worth giving up for the sake of two more years in a geriatric home at Weston-super-Mare." (Kingsley Amis)

"When you have lost your inns, drown your empty selves,
 
For you will have lost the last of England." (Hilaire Belloc)
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Campaign for Real Pubs
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The Commercial



                      -
                    



*The Commercial, Huddersfield, Yorkshire HD1 2AX* 

A four-square, stone-built, three-storey pub on a corner site towards the 
south end of Huddersfield’s ...
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Closed Pubs
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The Nelson



                      -
                    



The Nelson, Woodville, Leicestershire 

A pink-and-white painted pub close to the village centre, now very 
overgrown, but still showing the imprint of Bas...
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retiredmartin





BED BUGS AND BAKED GOODS



                      -
                    

March 2024. Lisbon. Portugal. The last day of our week in Portugal (you’ll 
be pleased to know, back to Manchester posts soon), and this post 
congratulates ...
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The Beer Nut





Ott or not



                      -
                    

Yesterday we were looking at some of Vienna's many breweries and that's 
where we pick up today. I don't know if Ottakringer is the largest of them, 
but it ...


2 hours ago
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BRAPA : British Real Ale Pub Adventure





BRAPA ..... Joins the 60% club : Chorley you can't be serious (Pt 1/2)



                      -
                    

Saturday 16th March With Coventry thinking that the FA Cup is still a 
'thing', a bonus blank weekend took me to the leading pub town to...


14 hours ago
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Boak & Bailey's Beer Blog





What is the evolutionary advantage of booze?



                      -
                    



A fun question to ask of any apparently irrational human behaviour is 
“What’s the evolutionary advantage?” Consider drunkenness, for example. Ray 
recentl...
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Prop Up the Bar





Hanley Pub Explorations



                      -
                    



*There will be Bass.*

Time to head up to Hanley after a lunchtime spent down the hill in Stoke.
Retracing my steps to the railway station, I wandered past...
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Lost Pubs | Bikes, Beer and Bygone Boozers.





The Third Saturday in March.



                      -
                    

The Crown Inn: a lost pub in Bruton, Somerset.
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Mappiman's Real Ale Walks





Centenary Way - Stage 25 - Ilmington



                      -
                    

 Ian McCulloch Was Here

Penultimate Stage of the Centenary Way. The drive in shows us what to 
expect. From the water running in streams down the lanes and ...
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Paul's Beer & Travel Blog





The Ides of March



                      -
                    



As I gazed out over the rain-soaked landscape, last *Tuesday,* I was left 
wondering whether it’ would ever stop raining. As we move from winter into 
earl...
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Merseyside Pub Guide





Earlestown



                      -
                    



Today I headed east to Earlestown where there are a number of pubs overdue 
for a revisit.  I began by walking past some good targets which I will get 
on ...
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Beer Insider





The Kernel sails on almost serenely



                      -
                    

He’s very modest so he’d almost be embarrassed if you suggested he possibly 
runs the UK’s best brewery in the country. Reality is, this might just be 
the c...
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Oh Good Ale





Every little helps



                      -
                    

I’ve just drunk – in fact, I’ve just made a small detour in order to drink 
– a pint of Burning Sky Plateau. Burning Sky is a brewery I’ve got a lot of 
time...


4 days ago
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Life After Football





Beeston’s Buzzing



                      -
                    

Any long time readers of the blog will recall the halcyon days of pubs in 
North West Leicestershire with Coalville and Whitwick setting the standard 
for no...
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A Good Beer Blog





Your See Ya Later Frikkin’ Winter 2024 Edition Of The Beery News Notes



                      -
                    

This is it! I know… I know. It’s like a weather bore blog around here with 
some news items Scotched taped on – but really is there any better day to 
see co...
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Real Ale,Real Music





Riding High In Scarborough....



                      -
                    



*A breezy afternoon and heavy seas in Scarborough meant it was more of a 
day to seek shelter in some of the North Yorkshire resort's fine pubs 
rather tha...


1 week ago
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Pubmeister writes…





The Club on the Tyne is All Fine



                      -
                    

The first rowing club to feature in the Good Beer Guide is really, well, 
oar-some. Tyne Amateur Rowing Club is a striking modern building, elevated 
with ba...
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Jane Stuart





Chasetown v Kidsgrove Athletic



                      -
                    



You may have noticed, dear reader, that, when Blackpool play away from 
home, I’ve started...

The post Chasetown v Kidsgrove Athletic appeared first on Ja...
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Garden Hermit Goes to the Pub 2





...Back For Another Pint At A Wierd Weatherspoons



                      -
                    



*Quiet stillness...St Thomas' graveyard, Lymington.*

In the quiet stillness of the graveyard of my long past blogs, rests one 
entitled 'Summoned By Bells...
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When My Feet Go Through the Door





Only Connect: Manchester United



                      -
                    



I wrote here about the connection between Robinson's Brewery in Stockport 
and a local farmer, and here about that between the singer Nico, who once 
lived...
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Will Hawkes.





Does European beer have an American flavour?



                      -
                    

It’s the 28th of February, 1950, and Jean Llante, Resistance hero turned 
Communist politician, rises to address France’s National Assembly:   
“Monsieur le ...
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Fuggled





Homebrew - Cheaper than the Pub?



                      -
                    



The price of beer has been on my mind a fair bit lately.

At the weekend I kicked my first keg of homebrew for the 2024, a 5.1% amber 
kellerbier that I br...
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Ed's Beer Site





Finally visiting Sarah



                      -
                    



*I'd waited a long time for this. *It was over thirty years ago that I 
first drank Sarah Hughes Original Dark Ruby Mild. I think they've dropped 
the "Ori...
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Tandleman's Beer Blog





Let's Pay More for Cask?



                      -
                    



Now we all know that the way to save cask beer from its inevitable demise 
is to charge more for it, don't we?  Well no. Of course not. Well, not in 
the g...
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Zythophile





How much beer did a 19th century farmer-brewer brew?



                      -
                    



A fascinating pair of pieces of ephemera, these, because they tells us 
something about brewing and beer consumption in large households and by 
farmers, a...


5 weeks ago
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Ben Viveur





3.4 Children



                      -
                    



It's now been a fair few months since changes to UK Duty legislation made 
it advantageous for breweries to produce beers at a strength of 3.4% or 
weaker,...


2 months ago
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The Bar Biographer





My Best of 2023



                      -
                    




 I haven't written much cheerful content (or much at all) for a while, and 
there will I'm sure be plenty of unhappy events to comment upon in 2024, so 
a...


2 months ago
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This Drinking Life





Island’s Edge Irish Stout



                      -
                    



Island’s Edge Irish Stout www.islands-edge.ie/ Brewed by Heineken Ireland 
Style: Irish Stout Cork, County Cork, Ireland Typical! I go drink a beer 
intend...
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Beer Et Seq





A Handy Steam Beer Dispenser



                      -
                    

This post addresses a special tap marketed in 1935 in California, designed 
for saloons dispensing steam beer. A potentially significant development, 
it was...
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Chris Bartram's Pub Blog





The Chetwynd Arms



                      -
                    

Upper Longdon, near Lichfield, Staffs: Whatpub Link Website What a pleasant 
village pub this was: there is dining, but the food bias is in dining 
rooms, th...
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Pub Gallery





My Top Five Pub Discoveries in 2023



                      -
                    



I managed to go to about 60 new pubs in 2023 which is a fraction of those 
visited by the intrepid Good Beer Guide tickers, but was quite an 
achievement f...
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Wee Beefy's beer and pub blog





The Crask Inn, Crask. near Lairg, Sutherl;and, North East Scotland



                      -
                    



 Evening Readers - assuming there are any of you left......before I start I 
should add a quick caveat. So I know that even my my own cacky handed 
mismana...
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Beer Compurgation





"They Had Their Issues, So..."



                      -
                    

 

 


 

 

There’s a set of garages to rent as storage units near my workplace. One of 
them is taken by a local florist that uses it to store flower arran...


4 months ago
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BeerViking





Czech beer at a crossroads?



                      -
                    


Clock's barrel-aging outpost Fenetra
has this Bretty sour cherry beerMost beer lovers who’ve tried a classic 
Czech lager rapidly become fans. So why is it ...
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The Pub Man





Small is Beautiful The End



                      -
                    



By far the largest part of Schumachers book is in regard to the third world 
and this section really hasn’t aged well at all. The world is different 
place...
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ladysinksthebooze





Guest Post : No Food For Lazy Man : Finding beer with a side of Art in 
South London



                      -
                    

Thanks to my good friend Margaret Howie, our London correspondent, for this 
excellent review – Kirsty Peckham, the jewel of South London, is nicknamed 
“Lit...


7 months ago
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Brew Wales





Visiting the Brewdogs in Berlin



                      -
                    



 
At the time of visiting Berlin, there were 3 Brewdogs in the City: Mitte, 
Friedrichshain and the Dog Tap. Berlin has a wonderful public transport 
netwo...
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Brewing In A Bedsitter





Terroir - putting the locally sourced boot in



                      -
                    



All beer geeks like to occasionally have something that reminds us of when 
we were first getting into craft beer, so I enjoyed seeing some proper Beer 
Di...
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Are You Tasting the Pith?





Reconnections



                      -
                    



 It's fair to say that the last few years have wreaked havoc on the way 
that we've lived our lives. People have lost their jobs. People have lost 
their b...


1 year ago









	

[image: ]





Seeing The Lizards





Paradise Garden



                      -
                    


Timbo's Dream

One thing you rarely encounter in a tightly-packed and traffic-addled city 
centre like Preston's is a pub with a proper beer garden.  All th...
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BRAPA (British Real Ale Pub Adventure)





BRAPA in .... 'ERE WIG GO AGAIN : MORE FROM NEWPORT / LAST POST ON BLOGGER 
(Gwenty is Plenty Part 7/14)



                      -
                    



(LAST BLOG ON BLOGGER, actually wrote this before Edinburgh when the photo 
upload was just about bearable).  Join me on Wix from tomorrow (link at the 
bo...


1 year ago









	

[image: ]





Great Boo's Up





Pinning for the Beer Hordes



                      -
                    

After a very quiet August, beer sales picked up again but I’m going through 
pins like no ones business. Sales of 4.5 gallons were generally the sole 
preser...


1 year ago
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thewickingman





Life’s great artefacts: The Three Stags’ Heads, Geoff Fuller and his pots



                      -
                    

Master potter and master publican, the late Geoff Fuller (together with his 
wife, Pat) made a difference to more lives than he’ll have ever known. 
https://...


1 year ago









	

[image: ]





Pencil and Spoon





BeerDredge Beer Flavour Wheels



                      -
                    




I've developed a set of six Beer Flavour Wheels and they are available on 
my other site: BeerDredge.

The BeerDredge Beer Flavour Wheels present a lexico...
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RedNev's Blog





My band's next gig



                      -
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Pubs: Then & Now





#291 The Navigation, Kilby Bridge, Leicestershire : 1986 to 2021



                      -
                    



 Our first ever visit to The Navigation Inn was on the evening of *Wednesday 
23rd July 1986*.

This was our summer vacation and my first time along the Le...
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Ken's Beer Blog





SUNDERLAND AND SOUTH TYNESIDE ONLINE BRANCH NEWSLETTER ..DECEMBER 2021



                      -
                    



The December issue of our digital magazine “CAMRA Angle Online” is now 
available from https://sst.camra.org.uk/wordpress/?tag=newsletter 


I hope you enj...
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The Tale Of The Ale





Guinness Nitrosurge Device - Does it work?



                      -
                    



 

Guinness sent this little gizmo to me along with two cans and a glass. I 
attended a zoom demo and then later tried it myself and made a video which 
I'...


2 years ago
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Make Mine A Magee's!





PETER WALKER & SONS : PALE ALE 1930



                      -
                    



How Do All , 
Here`s a nice recipe for a PREMIUM Pale Ale from the noted Lancashire 
brewery of 
Peter Walker & Sons on Dallam Lane in  Warrington , from t...


2 years ago
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CALLED TO THE BAR





On writing, especially beer writing



                      -
                    



Just write, gather and then scatter the words, like throwing seeds about on 
a field during the act of ploughing, a virtuous Piers-like act that is 
labour...


2 years ago
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Pumpclip Parade





Burwell Brewery – “Judy’s Hole”



                      -
                    

Burwell Brewery – “Judy’s Hole”. Spotted by @LouiseReeve1


3 years ago
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JC's Beer Blog





Cider with.....Ted and Janet



                      -
                    



I don't know how we came to know Ted Jones and his wife Janet. It is almost 
certain, I think, that the introductions were made by the late Rhys Jones 
(no...


3 years ago
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HardKnott Dave's beer and stuff blog





Living with cancer, chemo, lockdown and work



                      -
                    

Moving from a position of being self-employed to working for someone else 
is something of an adjustment. Going from having control and responsibility 
of ab...


3 years ago
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Tyson's Craft Beer Blog





A Tale Of Two Weekends



                      -
                    



The never ending tour of Manchester continues. With a lot of places either 
still closed completely or not opening early in the week, it's easier to do 
a ...


3 years ago
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Rabid About Beer





The Lockdown Chronicles #4



                      -
                    

Hundreds of destitute landlords across the uk are calling for the 
government to not have a #NationalTimeOut on rents for the hospitality 
industry as they d...


3 years ago
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The Ormskirk Baron





Salt Ikat



                      -
                    


Not can conditioned
Salt Ikat [baron rating 5/5] - 8% hazy orange ale,herbal banana 
smell,intense fruity pithy orange tropical bitter taste,sweet dry finis...


3 years ago
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Boozy Procrastinator





Hard Brewing Times in an Age of Coronavirus



                      -
                    

“Part 1” (all disclaimers in that piece apply to this piece too) Such is 
the state of flux that Covid-19 is having that between the time the working 
day in...


4 years ago
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Manchester's Estate Pubs





Brown Cow – Ancoats



                      -
                    

Corner of Butler Street and Woodward Street Ancoats. How now Brown Cow? No 
Brown Cow now. Tanning studio, former organic goods store and one stop shop 
now....


4 years ago
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The Never Ending Pub Crawl





Remembering Alan Winfield



                      -
                    

 Remembering Alan Winfield I'm sorry to have to publish this, but 
unfortunately Alan passed away on Friday 27th July at 11:25am after his 8 
month battle wi...


5 years ago
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The Northern Beer Blog





Pubpaper 886 – Festive Pub Time



                      -
                    

I hope you all had a good Christmas and New Year and got to visit all the 
pubs you wanted to and sample all the beers your taste buds desired. 
 Looking at ...


7 years ago
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MANCHESTER ESTATE PUBS





Drop Forge, Greenside Street



                      -
                    


Drop Forge, Greenside Street, Openshaw. (c) D.N. at ManMates Facebook.


8 years ago
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A Taverner Writes...





Notes From Home - Part IV



                      -
                    


*- The Lamb and Fountain (aka Mother’s)*

57 Castle Street, Frome, BA11 B3W 
 
* S*o much a part of the cultural heritage of Frome that long term landlady 
...


10 years ago
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Shove it, Chuck it, Toss it...







                      -
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Ambush Predator





If You Were To Wake Up As A Labour Shadow Minister, Frances…



                      -
                    

...we'd all have even more cause for concern than if Diane Abbot became 
chancellor!

If I were to wake up as a Labour shadow minister tomorrow, *I’d pick th...


57 minutes ago
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A K Haart





Who says romance is dead?



                      -
                    



*Ex-cop punched inspector he caught having sex with his wife outside 
Screwfix*

A former police officer accused of assaulting an inspector after catching ...


2 hours ago
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Tim Worstall





It’s amazing the bollocks people can make themselves believe, isn’t it?



                      -
                    



Israel controls food supply into Gaza. No one else can. There’s a border 
with Egypt. Israel does not conrtrol the Rafah crossing. There’s a 
coastline, fo...


2 hours ago
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Biased BBC -





Midweek 20th March 2024



                      -
                    

This thread has not been digitally enhanced … .. much


14 hours ago
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Churchmouse Campanologist





UK news in brief: abundant redwoods, hot chocolate trend and the fish and 
chip shop mural



                      -
                    

A number of lesser-known British news items have popped up in the past 
week. Let’s have a look. UK’s redwood trees more abundant than in the US 
That headli...


14 hours ago
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Velvet Glove, Iron Fist





Same old ASH



                      -
                    



Last week, former public health minister Steve Brine wrote in support of 
Sunak’s tobacco ban for *Conservative Home*. Like nearly everyone who goes 
to th...


20 hours ago
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Taking Liberties





Tobacco and vapes banned wagon starts to roll



                      -
                    



*According to the Guardian, the Tobacco and Vapes Bill will have its first 
reading in the House of Commons tomorrow.*

It follows a similar report by the ...


20 hours ago
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Head Rambles





One in the eye



                      -
                    

Our Penny has developed a new trick. The combination of arthritis [which 
has led to muscle wastage] and dementia has led to a whole range of strange 
quirks...


21 hours ago
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Lily of St. Leonards
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Humza Yousaf's last stand



                      -
                    



 

It feels like the phony war before an inevitable blitzkrieg in the Autumn 
which will bypass the Maginot line and attack both the Conservative Party 
an...
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Longrider





And Talking Of…



                      -
                    

Wanksy, this has to be his most dire work yet. A new mural, confirmed to be 
the work of street art superstar Banksy, has popped up [...]


1 day ago









	

[image: ]





Alexander Boot blogs





Vlad’s lesson in true democracy



                      -
                    

Congratulations to Vlad Putin on his knife-edge election victory – and my 
deep gratitude to him for pointing out the fatal flaws in Western 
democracy. Fair...


1 day ago
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Save the Royal Navy





Royal Navy plays a leading role in largest NATO exercise for more than 35 
years



                      -
                    



Steadfast Defender 2024 (STDE24) is the largest military exercise staged by 
the NATO since exercise Reforger in 1988. In this photo essay, we cover the 
R...
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Nanny Knows Best
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Scottish Nanny To Investigate Every Thought Crime



                      -
                    



 

Scottish Nanny, in the shape of Police Scotland, has insisted that every 
single complaint made under Humza Yousaf's new hate crime law will be 
investi...


5 days ago









	

[image: ]





Underdogs bite upwards





Dead or Alive



                      -
                    

Still editing. There’s a lot still to do – I’m hoping to have most of it 
done by the weekend but I’ve been Summoned for more tests this week. Had to 
go for...
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Offsetting Behaviour





Afternoon roundup



                      -
                    



The afternoon's worthies:


   - How universities killed the academic. Great piece. 
   - NZ Drug Foundation's report on drug use in 2022/23. One fun bit i...
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House of Dumb





Death Was By Blunt Language Trauma



                      -
                    

Uh oh.... looks like Lee Anderson has fallen foul of people who'd never 
vote Tory anyway. 

Now they're going to not vote Tory *really *hard. They're going ...


2 weeks ago
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The Flaxen Saxon Chronicles
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HMS Plop Plop



                      -
                    



*HMS Plop Plop Rules the Canal's Undercurrent*
 

We truly live in wonderous times! Today marks the ceremonial launch of *H*is 
*M*ayoral *S*hip, Plop, Plo...


3 weeks ago
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Samizdata





Let’s just defund the UN and leave it immediately



                      -
                    



Hidden deep below the headquarters of the United Nations’ aid agency for 
Palestinians here is a Hamas complex with rows of computer servers that 
Israel’s...
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Frank Davis





Frank Davis- Two years down the line.



                      -
                    

Frank – Christopher Francis – Davis died two years ago. He is not 
forgotten. His interests – sometimes passions – are recorded here on his 
website. The bus...


5 months ago
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The Last Ditch





Lionising the lionesses



                      -
                    

Football has kept me sane during a difficult part of my life. There have 
been weeks in the past two years when the only place I’ve left my home to 
visit ha...


7 months ago









	

[image: ]





Mark Wadsworth





Mark would have loved this - I think - 'where does money come from'



                      -
                    



 From the Cobden Centre

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-cSyctENy3A&t=81s


7 months ago
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Dick Puddlecote
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Rage-Driven Tobacco Control Industry Stupidity Explained In One Tweet



                      -
                    



It was once explained to me that there are thousands of students who start 
off aspiring to be doctors. Those not clever enough to become doctors drift 
in...
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Neil Winton





Reuters Supports Climate Change Partisan; Why, And Is Coverage Compromised?



                      -
                    



Wintonsblog

Posted in Politics

Reuters Supports Climate Change Partisan; Why, And Is Coverage Compromised? 
“Since when did Reuters require an outside or...


1 year ago
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The View from Cullingworth





Parliamentary NIMBYs in action: report on a depressing debate



                      -
                    


Parliament held a 30-minute debate about housing targets and the planning 
system moved by Gordon Henderson, MP for Sittingbourne & Sheppey. It will 
come a...


1 year ago
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Al Jahom's Final Word





Outta here…



                      -
                    

As promised, I’ll no longer be updating this site. My new stuff will all be 
published at https://aljahom.substack.com Please do subscribe over there to 
get...
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Thinking to some purpose





Alcohol labelling and rationality



                      -
                    



The Sun reported yesterday that public health ‘nannies’ are planning on 
introducing calorie labelling on alcoholics drinks, including in pubs, bars 
and r...
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Curmudgeon Rants





Is the party over?



                      -
                    



Following Paul Nuttall’s failure to win the Stoke-on-Trent Central 
by-election, the future of UKIP as a party has been called into question. 
Surely, if i...
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Urban life and exploration
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East of the M60





In Pictures: Stockport’s New Bus Interchange



                      -
                    

State-of-the-art transport interchange quantum leap on 1980 predecessor 
This Sunday saw the opening of Stockport’s bus and coach interchange. 
Situated on t...
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Modern Moocher





Swinton Square – Shopping Centre 2024



                      -
                    

I was last here in 2022, I returned to Swinton Square on Saturday to lead a 
modernist walk for the Not Quite Light Festival. So on a light bright sunny 
day...
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West Midlands Exploration





Hub Marketing 2024: STONE



                      -
                    



*Canals, railways, brewery heritage and a selection of great pubs mean 
there's a lot to like about the Staffordshire market town of Stone. 
Secretary WME ...


3 days ago



















A Martin Scriblerus Blog
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What's this all about?


See here for some background information on the thinking behind this blog.
Samples of beer and cider and review copies of relevant books will be gratefully received – e-mail me for address details. 

To contact me directly, please send me an e-mail.

You can also follow me on Twitter at @oldmudgie.

Any proposals of marriage will be given serious consideration - there must be some cash-strapped drunk cat ladies out there!

If you have a blog that links to this, and is at least vaguely on a political or beer-related theme, drop me a line and I'll add it to my blog list, even if I don't agree with you on everything.
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